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Service of Readings and Carols 
 

Sunday, December 17th 2006, 4.00pm. 



�����������������	
��������
���
����������	
���
����������
��
��		�����	��
���������������
� ��������	�����������������
�
�������������	������������
� ��
�����������	������ ������
��� ��!�������������������������
�
���������	����	���������	�����������
� �	����"	������#	���	��������
$������������������������������
$�������������������������%��
� ��������&		���������'������	��
��
#�����	��������	 ������	 ���	�
��
�
(	��������	 ��������		�)��&������%��

�
��
���
���'�� ���������*��
������������������'��������&����*��
+������������������'�� �����'���%��
$���������������	��	 ������������
$�����������������	 ������������
�
$���	 ���
������������������������ ��
+��	 �������	��������������	��*��
(	���������������	�������������������
���	 ��#	���������������	��*��

 

Welcome to Christ Church, New Mill, and especially to this 
celebration of the Nativity of our Lord in words and music.  
You are invited to stand and join in the items marked 
“HYMN”, and sit or kneel as appropriate for the other 
items.  We hope you enjoy the service.  
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We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world.    The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us 
And we beheld his glory. 
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.  In his 
light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins 
(Silence is kept) 
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���*+�'�,���Isaiah 11: 1-6, 9b   Isaiah prophesies that Christ will bring peace. 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of 
his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord.  With right-
eousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the earth. 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and 
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.  
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 
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CAROL:  Joy lit her star   
Joy lit her star that all might see under a soft blue canopy, 
The fairest flower of purity, the little baby Jesus. 
 
Though snow lay deep on field and wold, and winds blew bleak across the fold, 
His glance drove out the bitter cold, this tender loving Jesus. 
 
Harsh winter brought a summer flower, hate fled before his softening power, 
A stable changed into a bower, when mankind welcomed Jesus. 
(words Irene Gass; Music: George Rathbone) 
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���*+�'�.�����Jesus, born in poverty  (by Douglas Kuiper) 
(From READING SERMON  by Rev. Douglas Kuiper  Theme: “JESUS’ LOWLY 
BIRTH   http://www.prca.org/sermons/luke2.6-7-kuiper.html   ) 
 
It is true that His being born in a cattle stall and laid in a manger indicates poverty; but it 
does not primarily indicate poverty.  Joseph and Mary found shelter here not because they 
could not afford an inn, but because there was no room for them in the inn. 
  

But the clothes in which He was wrapped!  They were swaddling clothes.  The English 
word “swaddling” indicates that these were clothes in which a baby was wrapped.  But the 
Greek word translated “swaddling” indicates that these clothes were pieces of old castoff 
clothing which were cut up into strips, and wrapped around a baby.  This surely was not 
the kind of clothing that a baby of rich parents would be wrapped in; he would be dressed 
with decent clothing.  But Jesus was wrapped in rags.  He was born poor; Joseph and 
Mary were poor. 
  

This poverty of Jesus which was evident in His birth was an indication that He would be 
poor His whole life.  Jesus never was rich in material goods.  God saw to it that His 
earthly needs were always supplied; He was given food and drink, clothing and shelter.  
But God supplied Him with these gifts from day to day, not in abundance.  Jesus Himself 
told His disciples, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay his head” (Luke 9:58). 
Jesus required His would-be disciples to notice His earthly poverty.  Jesus spoke these 
words in answer to the statement of a man, “Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou 
goest” (verse 57).  We are the disciples to whom Jesus speaks.  We claim to follow Jesus.  
In following Jesus, we have gathered today to pay Him homage and commemorate His 
birth.  Do you think it is a great thing to be Jesus’ disciples?  Do you think we will share 
in His riches?  Then we must remember that His riches are not material riches.  Just as He 
was poor in respect of material things, so must we be ready to give up earthly riches to be 
His disciples. 
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���*+�'�1���The Christmas Guest 
Helen Steiner Rice  (from http://www.theholidayzone.com/christmas/index.html) 
 
It happened one day at the year's white end,  
Two neighbors called on an old-time friend.  
And they found his shop so meager and mean,  
Made gay with a thousand boughs of green.  
 
And Conrad was sitting with face a-shine,  
When he suddenly stopped as he stitched a twine,  
And said, "Old friends, at dawn today,  
When the cock was crowing the night away,  
The Lord appeared in a dream to me  
And said, 'I am coming your guest to be.'  
So I've been busy with feet astir,  
Strewing my shop with branches of fir,  
The table is spread and the kettle is shined  
And over the rafters the holly is twined,  
And now I will wait for my Lord to appear  
And listen closely so I will hear  
His step as He nears my humble place,  
And I open the door and look in His face...."  
 
So his friends went home and left Conrad alone,  
For this was the happiest day he had known.  
For long since his family had passed away  
And Conrad had spent a sad Christmas Day.  
 
But he knew with the Lord as his Christmas guest,  
This Christmas would be the dearest and best,  
And he listened with only joy in his heart.  
And with every sound he would rise with a start  
And look for the Lord to be standing there  
In answer to his earnest prayer.  
 
So he ran to the window after hearing a sound,  
But all that he saw on the snow-covered ground  
Was a shabby beggar whose shoes were torn  
And all of his clothes were ragged and worn.  
 
So Conrad was touched and went to the door  



And he said, "Your feet must be frozen and sore,  
And I have some shoes in my shop for you  
And a coat that will keep you warmer, too."  
So with grateful heart the man went away,  
But as Conrad noticed the time of day. 
 
He wondered what made the dear Lord so late  
And how much longer he'd have to wait,  
When he heard a knock and ran to the door,  
But it was only a stranger once more,  
A bent, old crone with a shawl of black,  
A bundle of faggots piled on her back.  
 
She asked for only a place to rest,  
But that was reserved for Conrad's great Guest.  
But her voice seemed to plead, "Don't send me away  
Let me rest awhile on Christmas day."  
So Conrad brewed her a steaming cup  
And told her to sit at the table and sup.  
But after she left he was filled with dismay,  
For he saw that the hours were passing away  
And the Lord had not come as He said He would,  
And Conrad felt sure he had misunderstood.  
 
When out of the stillness he heard a cry,  
"Please help me and tell me where am I."  
So again he opened his friendly door--  
And stood disappointed as twice before,  
 
It was only a child who had wandered away  
And was lost from her family on Christmas Day. .  
Again Conrad's heart was heavy and sad,  
But he knew he should make this little child glad,  
So he called her in and wiped her tears  
And quieted her childish fears.  
Then he led her back to her home once more 
But as he entered his own darkened door,  
He knew that the Lord was not coming today  
For the hours of Christmas had passed away.  
 
So he went to his room and knelt down to pray  
And he said, "Dear Lord, why did you delay?  
What kept You from coming to call on me?  
For I wanted so much Your face to see...."  
 
When soft in the silence a voice he heard,  
"Lift up your head for I kept My word--  
 
"Three times My shadow crossed your floor--  
Three times I came to your lonely door--  
For I was the beggar with bruised, cold feet,  



I was the woman you gave to eat,  
And I was the child on the homeless street." 
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