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Service of Readings and Carols

Sunday, December 21st 2003, 4.00pm.



Welcome to Christ Church, New Mill, and especially to this 
celebration of the Nativity of our Lord in words and music.  
You are invited to stand and join in the items marked 
“HYMN”, and sit or kneel as appropriate for the other 
items.  We hope you enjoy the service. 

What is a carol?  The English carol was once a dance. In fact the word 
“carol” is derived from the Greek word choros meaning dance, and 
the early English carols have parallels with the French carole—a 
dance-song.

Although such dance-songs were associated with pagan festivals, be-
cause of their popularity the fourteenth century Franciscan Friars be-
gan to write sacred texts to be sung to this dance music, as a means of 
propagating the Gospel.  After 1400, the association with dancing 
waned, and the emphasis on song grew.

Our first choral carol today, Tomorrow shall be my dancing day, is an 
example of an early carol which refers to the tradition of dancing.  In 
this arrangement, only the Christmas verses are used; the original told 
the story of Jesus’ life through to his death and resurrection in eleven 
verses.

The readings this year are the traditional texts, but we are using the 
New English Translation of the bible.  This is a recent attempt to trans-
late from the original languages into modern idiomatic English, by a 
team of scholars.  The text is available on the internet (it’s the NET bi-
ble, www.netbible.org), with numerous footnotes and explanations of 
the translation.  Moreover, the translators are willing to review and 
re-translate if they receive informed comment on its correctness.  In 
other words, this should be an authoritative translation.   Listen care-
fully: what’s your opinion on the translation?



The service starts with the dimming of the lights.

&$52/�� IURP�7KH�:H[IRUG�&DURO����,ULVK�WUDG���DUU��-RKQ�5XWWHU�*RRG�SHRSOH DOO��WKLV�&KULVWPDV�WLPH��&RQVLGHU�ZHOO�DQG�EHDU�LQ�PLQG:KDW�RXU�JRRG�*RG�IRU�XV�KDV�GRQH�,Q�VHQGLQJ�KLV�EHORYHG�6RQ�:LWK�0DU\�KRO\�ZH�VKRXOG�SUD\7R�*RG�ZLWK�ORYH�WKLV�&KULVWPDV�'D\�,Q�%HWKOHKHP�XSRQ�WKDW�PRUQ7KHUH�ZDV�D�EOHVVHG�0HVVLDK�ERUQ�5($',1*���,VDLDK��������$Q�LGHDO�NLQJ�HVWDEOLVKHV�D�NLQJGRP�RI�SHDFH�+<01��%&6������2QFH�LQ�5R\DO�'DYLG·V�&LW\��:RUGV�E\�0UV��&�)��$OH[DQGHU�����������0XVLF�E\�+�-��*DXQWOHWW�����������'HVFDQW�E\�3KLOLS�/HGJHU��������%,'',1*�35$<(5�	�/25'·6�35$<(52XU� )DWKHU� LQ�+HDYHQ�� KDOORZHG� EH� \RXU� QDPH�� \RXU� NLQJGRP�FRPH�� �\RXU�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�RQ�HDUWK�DV� LQ�KHDYHQ�� �*LYH�XV� WRGD\�RXU�GDLO\�EUHDG���)RUJLYH�XV�RXU�VLQV�DV�ZH�IRUJLYH�WKRVH�ZKR�VLQ�DJDLQVW�XV��/HDG�XV�QRW�LQWR�WHPSWDWLRQ��EXW�GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�HYLO��)RU�WKH NLQJGRP��WKH�SRZHU��DQG�WKH�JORU\�DUH�\RXUV��QRZ�DQG�IRU�HYHU���$PHQ�5($',1*� ,VDLDK�������,VDLDK�SURSKHVLHV�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�D�NLQJ�&$52/���7RPRUURZ�VKDOO�EH�P\�GDQFLQJ�GD\����(QJOLVK�WUDG��DUU��'DYLG�:LOOFRFNV�7RPRUURZ�VKDOO�EH�P\�GDQFLQJ�GD\���,�ZRXOG�P\�WUXH�ORYH�GLG�VR�FKDQFH�7R�VHH�WKH�OHJHQG�RI�P\�SOD\��7R�FDOO�P\�WUXH�ORYH�WR�WKH�GDQFH�6LQJ�2�P\�ORYH��WKLV�KDYH�, GRQH�IRU�P\�WUXH�ORYH



7KHQ�ZDV�,�ERUQ�RI�D�YLUJLQ�SXUH��2I�KHU�,�WRRN�IOHVKO\�VXEVWDQFH�7KXV�ZDV�,�NQLW�WR�PDQ
V�QDWXUH��7R�FDOO�P\�WUXH�ORYH�WR�WKH�GDQFH�,Q�D�PDQJHU�ODLG�DQG�ZUDSSHG�,�ZDV��6R�YHU\�SRRU��WKLV�ZDV�P\�FKDQFH�%HWZL[W�DQ�R[�DQG�D�VLOO\�SRRU�DVV��7R�FDOO�P\ WUXH�ORYH�WR�WKH�GDQFH�7RPRUURZ�VKDOO�EH�P\�GDQFLQJ�GD\���,�ZRXOG�P\�WUXH�ORYH�GLG�VR�FKDQFH�7R�VHH�WKH�OHJHQG�RI�P\�SOD\��7R�FDOO�P\�WUXH�ORYH�WR�WKH�GDQFH�
5($',1*�� /XNH���������7KH�%LUWK�$QQRXQFHPHQW�RI�-HVXV�WKH�0HVVLDK&$52/�:  $�PDLGHQ�PRVW�JHQWOH��:RUGV�DQG�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�)UHQFK�WUDG��PHORG\�E\�$QGUHZ�&DUWHU�$�PDLGHQ�PRVW�JHQWOH�DQG�WHQGHU�ZH�VLQJ��FRS\ULJKW�

+<01���%&6�����2�OLWWOH�WRZQ�RI�%HWKOHKHP����:RUGV�E\�3KLOOLSV�%URRNV�����������0XVLF�(QJOLVK�WUDG��DUU�5�9DXJKDQ�:LOOLDPV�����������5($',1*� /XNH��������7KH�&HQVXV�DQG�WKH�ELUWK�RI�-HVXV



&$52/� 6WLOO��6WLOO��6WLOO���*HUPDQ�FDURO�DUU��3KLOLS�/HGJHU�E�������6WLOO��VWLOO��VWLOO��ZHLOV�.LQGOHLQ�VFKODIHQ�ZLOO�0DULD�WXW�HV�QLHGHUVLQJHQ�,KUH�NHXVFKH�%UXVW�GDUEULQJHQ�6WLOO��VWLOO��VWLOO��ZHLOV�.LQGOHLQ�VFKODIHQ�ZLOO�6FKODI��VFKODI��VFKODI��PHLQ�OLHEHV�NLQGOHLQ�VFKODI�'LH�(QJHO�WXQ�VFK|Q�PXVL]LHUHQ�9RU�GHP�.LQGOHLQ�MXELOLHUHQ�6FKODI��VFKODI��VFKODI��PHLQ�OLHEHV�NLQGOHLQ�VFKODI�*URVV��JURVV��JURVV��GLH�/LHE�LVW��EHU�JURVV�*RWW�KDW�GHQ�+LPPHOVWKURQ�YHUODVVHQ8QG�PXVV�UHLVHQ�DXI�GHU�6WUDVVHQ�*URVV��JURVV��JURVV��GLH�/LHE�LVW��EHU�JURVV��7UDQVODWLRQ�E\�0HJ�3HDFRFNH�

+<01���%&6���� 6LOHQW�1LJKW�:RUGV�E\�-��0RKU�������������0HORG\�E\�)UDQ]�*U�EHU�����������
5($',1*�� /XNH��������7KH�6KHSKHUGV·�YLVLW�



&$52/��1DWLYLW\�&DURO��:RUGV�DQG�PXVLF�E\�-RKQ�5XWWHU�%RUQ�LQ�D�VWDEOH�VR�EDUH��%RUQ�VR�ORQJ�DJR��&RS\ULJKW�

+<01���%&6���� :KLOH�6KHSKHUGV�ZDWFKHG�WKHLU�IORFNV�E\�QLJKW�:RUGV�E\�1��7DWH�������������0XVLF�IURP�(VWH·V�3VDOPV�������
&$52/� &RPH��OHDYH�\RXU�VKHHS���)UHQFK�WUDG��DUU��3KLOLS�/HGJHU�

&RPH�OHDYH�\RXU�VKHHS��\RXU�HZHV�ZLWK�ODPEV�DIHHGLQJ�2�VKHSKHUGV��KHDU�RXU�PHVVDJH�RI�JRRG�FKHHU�1R�ORQJHU�ZHHS��WKH�DQJHO�WLGLQJV�KHHGLQJ�7R�%HWKOHKHP�KDVWH�DZD\���2XU�/RUG�LV�ERUQ�WKLV�KDSS\�GD\�
+H�OLHWK�WKHUH�ZLWKLQ�D�ORZO\�PDQJHU�$Q�LQIDQW�SRRU��KH�ODQJXLVKHWK�IXOO�VRUH�*RG·V�ORYLQJ�FDUH�KDWK�VDYHG�XV�DOO�IURP�GDQJHU�$QG�EURXJKW�XV�WR�WKH�IROG��1RZ�RZQ�KLV�IDLWKIXO�ORYH�UHYHDOHG�RI�ROG�
<H�VDJHV�WKUHH��DUUD\HG�LQ�UR\DO�VSOHQGRXU�<RXU�KRPDJH�SD\��$�NLQJ�LV�ERUQ�WKLV�GD\�7KH�VWDU�\H�VHH��LWV�UDGLDQFH�PXVW�VXUUHQGHU%HIRUH�RXU�6XQ�PRVW�EULJKW��<RXU�JLIWV DUH�SUHFLRXV�LQ�KLV�VLJKW



&RPH�+RO\�*KRVW��RI�EOHVVLQJV�VRXUFH�HWHUQDO�2XU�VRXOV�LQVSLUH�ZLWK�WK\�FHOHVWLDO�ILUH�7KH�KHDYHQO\�KRVW�SUDLVH�&KULVW�WKH�/RUG�VXSHUQDO$QG�VLQJ�WKH�SHDFH�RQ�HDUWK�*RG�JLYHV�XV�E\�KLV�ELUWK�
5($',1*���0DWWKHZ��������7KH�YLVLW�RI�WKH�:LVH�0HQ
&$52/�� 8QWR�XV�LV�ERUQ�D�6RQ��:RUGV�	�PHORG\�IURP�3LDH�&DQWLRQHV���������WU��*�5��:RRGZDUG��DUU��'DYLG�:LOOFRFNV�8QWR�XV�LV�ERUQ�D�6RQ��.LQJ�RI�TXLUHV�VXSHUQDO�6HH�RQ�HDUWK�KLV�OLIH�EHJXQ��RI�ORUGV�WKH�/RUG�HWHUQDO�&KULVW�IURP�KHDYHQ�GHVFHQGLQJ�ORZ��FRPHV�RQ�HDUWK�D�VWUDQJHU�2[�DQG�DVV�WKHLU�RZQHU�NQRZ�EHFUDGOHG�LQ�WKH�PDQJHU�7KLV�GLG�+HURG�VRUH�DIIUD\�DQG�JULHYRXVO\�EHZLOGHU�6R KH�JDYH�WKH�ZRUG�WR�VOD\��DQG�VOHZ�WKH�OLWWOH�FKLOGHU�2I�KLV�ORYH�DQG�PHUF\�PLOG�WKLV�WKH�&KULVWPDV�VWRU\�$QG�2�WKDW�0DU\·V�JHQWOH�FKLOG�PLJKW�OHDG�XV�XS�WR�JORU\�2�DQG�$�DQG�$�DQG�2��FXP�FDQWLEXV�LQ�FKRUR�/HW�RXU�PHUU\�RUJDQ�JR��EHQHGLFDPXV�GRPLQR�
5($',1*� -RKQ��������7KH�3URORJXH�WR�WKH�*RVSHO
&$52/� $OO�WKLV�WLPH��:RUGV���WK�&HQWXU\��PXVLF�E\�:LOOLDP�:DOWRQ�

$OO�WKLV�WLPH�WKLV�VRQJ�LV�EHVW��´9HUEXP�FDUR�IDFWXP�HVWµ�WUDQV��´WKH�ZRUG�ZDV�PDGH�IOHVKµ�7KLV�QLJKW�WKHUH�LV�D�FKLOG�\�ERUQ7KDW�VSUDQJ�RXW�RI�-HVVH
V�WKRUQ�:H�PXVW�VLQJ�DQG�VD\�WKHUHIRUQ:  



-HVXV�LV�WKH�FKLOGHV�QDPH��$QG�0DU\�PLOG�LV�KLV�GDPH�$OO�RXU�VRUURZ�VKDOO�WXUQ�WR�JDPH�
,W�IHOO�XSRQ�KLJK�PLGQLJKW�7KH�VWDUUHV�VKRQH�ERWK�IDLU�DQG�EULJKW�7KH�DQJHOV�VDQJ�ZLWK�DOO�WKHLU�PLJKW�
1RZ�NQHHO�ZH�GRZQ�RQ�RXU�NQHH�$QG�SUD\�WR�WKH�7ULQLW\2XU KHOS��RXU�VXFFRXU�IRU�WR�EH�

+<01��2))(5725<����%&6���� 2�FRPH��DOO�\H�IDLWKIXO���ZRUGV�	�PHORG\�E\�-�)��:DGH�����������'HVFDQW�E\�3KLOLS�/HGJHU�
35$<(5�	�&2//(&7
+<01���%&6������+DUN��WKH�KHUDOG�DQJHOV�VLQJ�ZRUGV�E\�&��:HVOH\���������HW�DO��PXVLF�E\�)��0HQGHOVVRKQ���������
After the recession will be played In dulci jubilo by J.S. Bach 1685-1750.


