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The service starts with the dimming of the lights.

&$52/�� IURP�7KH�:H[IRUG�&DURO����,ULVK�WUDG��*RRG�SHRSOH�DOO��WKLV�&KULVWPDV�WLPH��&RQVLGHU�ZHOO�DQG�EHDU�LQ�PLQG:KDW�RXU�JRRG�*RG�IRU�XV�KDV�GRQH�,Q�VHQGLQJ�KLV�EHORYHG�6RQ�:LWK�0DU\�KRO\�ZH�VKRXOGSUD\7R�*RG�ZLWK�ORYH�WKLV�&KULVWPDV�'D\�,Q�%HWKOHKHP�XSRQ�WKDW�PRUQ7KHUH�ZDV�D�EOHVVHG�0HVVLDK�ERUQ�5($',1*���*HQHVLV����� ���������7KH�&UHDWLRQ�
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, after our likeness, so they may rule over 
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
all the creatures that move on the earth.” 
God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them, male and 
female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply! Fill the earth and subdue 
it! Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and every creature that moves on 
the ground.

God saw all that he had made—and it was very good.

Welcome to Christ Church, New Mill, and especially to this 
celebration of the Nativity of our Lord in words and music.  
You are invited to stand and join in the items marked 
“HYMN”, and sit or kneel as appropriate for the other 
items.  We hope you enjoy the service. 



+<01:KHQ�*RG�DW�ILUVW�FUHDWHG�PDQ�+LV�LPDJH�IRU�WR�EH�$QG�KRZ�KH�PDGH�KLP�E\�KLV�SRZHU�ZH�PD\�LQ�VFULSWXUH�VHH�$QG�KRZ�KH�IUDPHG�KLV�KHOSPDWH�(YH7KH�VFULSWXUH�GRWK�XV�WHOO�%HLQJ�IUHH�IURP�VLQ��*RG�SODFHG�WKHP�ERWKLQ�SDUDGLVH�WR�GZHOO�
0DQ�EHLQJ�HQWHUHG�LQ�WKDW�SODFH�:H�SODLQO\�XQGHUVWDQG��7KH�JORU\�RI�LW�KDYLQJ�VHHQ�*RG�JDYH�WKHP�WKLV�FRPPDQG�%H�VXUH�WKRX�HDW�QRW�RI�WKH�WUHH:KLFK�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�GRWK�VWDQG�,Q�HDWLQJ�LW�WKRX�VXUH�VKDOW�GLH�$QG�SHULVK�IURP�WKH�ODQG�7KH�VHUSHQW�WKHQ�KDWK�(YH�EHJXLOHG�7KDW�VKH�WKHUHRI�GLG�HDW�$QG�OLNHZLVH�JDYH�XQWR�WKH�PDQ�$V�VFULSWXUH�GRWK�UHSHDW�$QG�VR�WKH\�ERWK�EURNH�*RG
V�FRPPDQG�&RPPLWWLQJ�RI�WKLV�WKLQJ�/LNHZLVH�WKH�KHDY\�ZUDWK�RI�*RG8SRQ�WKHP�ERWK�GLG�EULQJ�0DQ�EHLQJ�QRZ�ZLWK JULHI�RSSUHVVHG�1RW�NQRZLQJ�ZKHUH�WR�JR�+LV�VRXO�EHIRUH�EHLQJ�ILOOHG�ZLWK�MR\�,V�QRZ�RSSUHVVHG�ZLWK�ZRH�%XW�VHH�WKH�PHUF\�RI�WKH�/RUG�7R�VDYH�PDQ
V�VRXO�IURP�KHOO�+LV�6RQ�KH�SURPLVHG�WR�VHQG�GRZQ�7KDW�KH�ZLWK�XV�PLJKW�GZHOO��:RUGV�(QJOLVK�WUDG���DGDSWHG�E\�'��*LOEHUW��������0XVLF�WUDG��$GDSWHG�E\�$��6XOOLYDQ������������



&$52/���$GDP�OD\�\�ERXQGHQ���:RUGV�DQRQ����WK�&��0XVLF�E\�%RULV�2UG�$GDP�OD\�\�ERXQGHQ��ERXQGHQ�LQ�D�ERQG�)RXU�WKRXVDQG�ZLQWHU WKRXJKW�KH�QRW�WRR�ORQJ�$QG�DOO�ZDV�IRU�DQ�DSSOH��DQ�DSSOH�WKDW�KH�WRRN�$V�FOHUNHV�ILQGHQ�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKHLU�ERRN�1H�KDG�WKH�DSSOH�WDNHQ�EHHQ��WKH�DSSOH�WDNHQ�EHHQ�1H�KDG�QHYHU�RXU�ODG\�D�EHHQ�KHDYHQp�TXHHQ�%OHVVHG�EH�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�DSSOH�WDNHQ�ZDV�7KHUHIRUH�ZH�PRXQ�VLQJHQ�'HR�JUDFLDV�
5($',1*�� ,VDLDK�����������������������7KH�SURSKHW�,VDLDK�IRUHWHOOV�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�&KULVW�
A shoot will grow out of Jesse’s root stock, a bud will sprout from his roots.
The LORD’s spirit will rest on him—
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and of power
the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
He will take delight in obeying the LORD. 
The wolf will reside with the lamb,
and the leopard will lie down with the young goat;
an ox and a young lion will graze together,
And a little child will lead them.
The cow and the bear will graze together,
their young will lie down together.
A lion, like an ox, will eat straw.
A baby will play near the hole of a snake;
A young child will put his hand into the nest of a serpent.  They will no longer injure or 
destroy
on my entire royal mountain.
For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord, just as the waters completely cover 
the sea.

The people walking in darkness have seen a bright light;
light has shined on those who live in a land of deep darkness.
For a child has been born to us,  a son has been given to us.
And the government will be upon his shoulders.
and he will be called: Wonderful counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.
His dominion will be vast and he will bring immeasurable prosperity.
He will rule on David’s throne
and over David’s kingdom,
establishing it and strengthening it
by promoting justice and fairness,
from this time forward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

+<01����



2�FRPH��2�FRPH�(PPDQXHO�DQG�UDQVRP�FDSWLYH�,VUDHO�7KDW�PRXUQV�LQ�ORQHO\�H[LOH�KHUH�XQWLO�WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�DSSHDU�5HMRLFH� UHMRLFH���(PPDQXHO�VKDOO�FRPH�WR�WKHH��2�,VUDHO�
2�FRPH��WKRX�URG�RI�-HVVH�IUHHWKLQH�RZQ�IURP�6DWDQ·V�W\UDQQ\�)URP�GHSWKV�RI�KHOO�WK\�SHRSOH�VDYH�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�YLFW·U\�R·HU�WKH�JUDYH�
2�FRPH��WKRX�NH\�RI�'DYLG��FRPHDQG�RSHQ�ZLGH�RXU�KHDYHQO\�KRPH�0DNH�VDIH�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�OHDGV�RQ�KLJK�DQG�FORVH�WKH�SDWK�WR�PLVHU\�
2�FRPH��2�FRPH�WKRX�/RUG�RI�PLJKW�ZKR�WR�WK\�WULEHV�RQ�6LQDL·V�KHLJKW,Q�DQFLHQW�WLPHV�GLGVW�JLYH�WKH�ODZ�LQ�FORXG�DQG�PDMHVW\�DQG�DZH�

�:RUGV������WK�&���WUDQV�-�0��1HDOH�����������0XVLF�DGDSWHG�E\�7��+HOPRUH���������IURP�D�)UHQFK�PLVVDO�62/2� IURP�7KH�&KULVWPDV�2UDWRULR���0XVLF�E\�-�6��%DFK�������������:RUGV�/XNH�������1RZ�LW�FDPH�WR�SDVV�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHQW�RXW�D�GHFUHH�IURP�&DH�VDU�$XJXVWXV�WKDW�DOO�WKH�ZRUOG�VKRXOG�EH�HQUROOHG���$QG�DOO�ZHQW�WR�HQURO�WKHPVHOYHV��HYHU\�RQH�WR�KLV�RZQ�FLW\���$QG�WKHUH�DOVR�ZHQW�XS�-RVHSK�IURP�*DOLOLHH��RXW�RI�WKH�FLW\�RI�1D]DUHWK��LQWR�-XGDHD��WR�WKH�FLW\�RI�'DYLG�ZKLFK�LV�FDOOHG�%HWKOHKHP��IRU�KHZDV�RI�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�IDPLO\�RI�'DYLG��WR�HQURO�KLPVHOI�ZLWK�0DU\�KLV�EHWURWKHG�ZLIH��EHLQJ�JUHDW�ZLWK�FKLOG���$QG�ZKHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�WKHUH�WKH�GD\V�ZHUH�IXOILOOHG�WKDW�VKH�VKRXOG�EH�GH�OLYHUHG�
5($',1*� /XNH�����������7KH�ELUWK�RI�-HVXV
And she gave birth to her first-born, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.



+<01�2�OLWWOH�WRZQ�RI�%HWKOHKHP�+RZ�VWLOO�ZH�VHH�WKHH�OLH��$ERYH�WK\�GHHS�DQG�GUHDPOHVV�VOHHS�7KH�VLOHQW�VWDUV�JR�E\��<HW�LQ�WK\�GDUN�VWUHHWV�VKLQHWK�7KH�HYHUODVWLQJ�/LJKW��7KH�KRSHV�DQG�IHDUV�RI�DOO�WKH�\HDUV�$UH�PHW�LQ�WKHH�WRQLJKW�
2�PRUQLQJ�VWDUV��WRJHWKHU3URFODLP�WKH�KRO\�ELUWK�$QG�SUDLVHV�VLQJ�WR�*RG�WKH�.LQJ�$QG�SHDFH�WR�PHQ�RQ�HDUWK�)RU�&KULVW�LV�ERUQ�RI�0DU\�$QG�JDWKHUHG�DOO�DERYH�:KLOH�PRUWDOV�VOHHS��WKH�DQJHOV�NHHS7KHLU�ZDWFK�RI�ZRQGHULQJ�ORYH�
+RZ�VLOHQWO\��KRZ�VLOHQWO\7KH�ZRQGURXV�JLIW�LV�JLYHQ��6R�*RG�LPSDUWV�WR�KXPDQ�KHDUWV�7KH�EOHVVLQJV�RI�+LV�KHDYHQ��1R�HDU�PD\�KHDU�+LV�FRPLQJ��%XW�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�RI�VLQ��:KHUH�PHHN�VRXOV�ZLOO�UHFHLYH�+LP��VWLOO�7KH�GHDU�&KULVW�HQWHUV�LQ�
2�KRO\�&KLOG�RI�%HWKOHKHP��'HVFHQG�WR�XV��ZH�SUD\��&DVW�RXW�RXU�VLQ��DQG�HQWHU�LQ��%H�ERUQ�LQ�XV�WRGD\��:H�KHDU�WKH�&KULVWPDV�DQJHOV�7KH�JUHDW�JODG�WLGLQJV�WHOO��2�FRPH�WR�XV��DELGH�ZLWK�XV��2XU�/RUG�,PPDQXHO���:RUGV�3��%URRNV����������0XVLF�WUDG��$UU��5�9�:LOOLDPV������������



&$52/���$�6SRWOHVV�5RVH���:RUGV���WK�&���0XVLF�E\�+��+RZHOOV�����������$�VSRWOHVV�5RVH�LV�EORRPLQJ��VSUXQJ�IURP�D�WHQGHU�URRW�2I�DQFLHQW�VHHUV·�IRUHVKRZLQJ��RI�-HVVH�SURPLVHG�IUXLW�,WV�IDLUHVW�EXG�XQIROGV�WR�OLJKW��DPLG�WKH�FROG��FROG�ZLQWHU�$QG�LQ�WKH GDUN�PLGQLJKW�
7KH�URVH�ZKLFK�,�DP�VLQJLQJ��ZKHUHRI�,VDLDK�VDLG�,V�IURP�LWV�VZHHW�URRW�VSULQJLQJ��LQ�0DU\��SXUHVW�0DLG�)RU�WKURXJK�*RG·V�JUHDW�ORYH�DQG�PLJKW��WKH�%OHVVHG�%DEH�VKH�EDUH�XV��LQ�D�FROG��FROG�ZLQWHU·V�QLJKW�
5($',1*� $�PHGLWDWLRQ�IRU�&KULVWPDV����E\�6HOZ\Q�,PDJH�����������
Consider, O my soul, what morn is this!

Whereon the eternal Lord of all things made,
For us poor mortals, and our endless bliss,

Came down from heaven: and, in a manger laid
The first, rich, offerings of our ransom paid:

Consider, O my soul, what morn is this!

Consider what estate of fearful woe
Had then been ours, had he refused this birth;

From sin to sin tossed vainly to and fro,
Hell’s playthings, o’er a doomed and helpless earth!
had he from us withheld his priceless worth,

Consider man’s estate of fearful woe!

Consider to what joys he bids thee rise,
Who comes, himself, life’s bitter cup to drain!

Ah! Look on this sweet Child, whose innocent eyes
Ere all be done, shall close in mortal pain,
That thou at last Love’s Kingdom may’st attain:

Consider to what joys he bids thee rise!

Consider all this wonder, O my soul;
And in thine inmost shrine make music sweet!

Yea, let this world, from furthest pole to pole,
Join in thy praises this dread birth to greet;
Kneeling to kiss thy Saviour’s infant feet!

Consider all this wonder, O my soul.



+<01�6LOHQW�QLJKW��KRO\�QLJKW��DOO�LV�FDOP��DOO�LV�EULJKW�5RXQG�\RQ�YLUJLQ�PRWKHU�DQG�FKLOG�+RO\�LQIDQW��VR�WHQGHU�DQG�PLOG�6OHHS�LQ�KHDYHQO\�SHDFH���VOHHS�LQ�KHDYHQO\�SHDFH�
6LOHQW�QLJKW��KRO\�QLJKW��VKHSKHUGV�TXDNH�DW�WKH�VLJKW�*ORULHV�VWUHDP�IURP�KHDYHQ�DIDU�+HDYHQO\�KRVWV�VLQJ�$OOHOXLD�&KULVW��WKH�6DYLRXU�LV�ERUQ��&KULVW�WKH�6DYLRXU�LV�ERUQ�
6LOHQW�QLJKW��KRO\�QLJKW���6RQ�RI�*RG��ORYH·V�SXUH�OLJKW�5DGLDQW�EHDPV�IURP�WK\�KRO\�IDFH�:LWK�WKH�GDZQ�RI�UHGHHPLQJ�JUDFH�-HVXV��/RUG��DW�WK\�ELUWK��-HVXV��/RUG��DW�WK\�ELUWK��:RUGV�-��0RKU������������WUDQV��-�)��<RXQJ�����������0XVLF�E\�)��*UXEHU�����������

5($',1*� &RORVVLDQV������������&KULVW�LV�ERUQ�WR�EH�VXSUHPH�
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For by him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible; whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities: all things were created by him and for him.  He is be-
fore all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, the 
church: he is the beginning and the firstborn from the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy.
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile 
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through his blood, 
shed on the cross.
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 
behaviour.  But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to 
present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation.  This is the gos-
pel that you heard and has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven.

$5,$���IURP�7KH�&KULVWPDV�2UDWRULR���0XVLF�E\�-�6��%DFK������������0LJKW\�/RUG�DQG�.LQJ�DOO�JORULRXV��6DYLRXU�WUXH��IRU�PDQ�YLFWRULRXV��(DUWKO\�VWDWH�WKRX�GRVW�GLVGDLQ���+H�ZKR�DOO�WKLQJV�GRWK�VXVWDLQ��ZKR�DOO�VWDWH�DQG�SRPS�VXSSOLHWK��LQ�D�ORZO\�PDQJHU�OLHWK�



5($',1*��/XNH�����������7KH�VKHSKHUGV�YLVLW�WKH�EDE\�-HVXV�
Now there were shepherds nearby out in the field, keeping guard over their flock by 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were absolutely terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; 
listen carefully, for I proclaim to you good news that brings great joy to all the people: 
Today your Saviour is born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. This will be a 
sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.”

Suddenly a multitude of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying,   “Glory to God in the highest,   and on earth peace among people on whom his 
favour rests” 

When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, that the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they hurried off and located Mary and Joseph, and found the 
baby lying in a manger. When they saw him, they related what they had been told about 
this child, and all who heard it were astonished at what the shepherds said.

But Mary treasured up all these words, pondering in her heart what they might mean. 

So the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen; 
everything was just as they had been told.

+<01�:KLOH�VKHSKHUGV�ZDWFKHG�WKHLU�IORFNV�E\�QLJKW��$OO�VHDWHG�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��7KH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG�FDPH�GRZQ�$QG�JORU\�VKRQH�DURXQG�
¶)HDU�QRW·�VDLG�KH��IRU�PLJKW\�GUHDG�+DG�VHL]HG�WKHLU�WURXEOHG�PLQG��¶*ODG�WLGLQJV�RI�JUHDW�MR\�,�EULQJ�7R�\RX�DQG�DOO�PDQNLQG�
¶7R�\RX�LQ�'DYLG·V�WRZQ�WKLV�GD\�,V�ERUQ�RI�'DYLG·V�OLQH�$�6DYLRXU��ZKR�LV�&KULVW�WKH�/RUG��$QG�WKLV�VKDOO�EH�WKH�VLJQ�



¶7KH�KHDYHQO\�EDEH�\RX�WKHUH�VKDOO�ILQG�7R�KXPDQ�YLHZ�GLVSOD\HG��$OO�PHDQO\�ZUDSSHG�LQ�VZDGGOLQJ�EDQGV��$QG�LQ�D�PDQJHU�ODLG�·
7KXV�VSDNH�WKH�VHUDSK��DQG�IRUWKZLWK�$SSHDUHG�D�VKLQLQJ�WKURQJ�2I�DQJHOV��SUDLVLQJ�*RG��ZKR�WKXV�$GGUHVVHG�WKHLU�MR\IXO�VRQJ�
¶$OO�JORU\�EH�WR�*RG�RQ�KLJK�$QG�RQ�WKH�HDUWK�EH�SHDFH��*RRGZLOO�KHQFHIRUWK�IURP�KHDYHQ�WR�PHQ�%HJLQ�DQG�QHYHU�FHDVH�·��:RUGV�1��7DWH�������������0XVLF�IURP�(VWH·V�3VDOWHU�������&$52/� 1RHO�1RXYHOHW����:RUGV�)UHQFK���WK�&���WUDQV��:��0DUWLQ���0XVLF�DUU��3HWHU�+XUIRUG��E��������3XEOLVKHG�E\�56&0�LQ�´7KH�%LUWKGD\�RI�&KULVWµ�

5($',1*�� 0DWWKHZ�����������+HURG·V�5HVSRQVH�WR�WKH�ELUWK�RI�-HVXV�
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, in the time of King Herod, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem  saying, “Where is he who is born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose in the east and have come to worship him.”  When King Herod 
heard this he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him.   After assembling all the chief 
priests and experts in the law he asked them where the Christ was to be born. “In Beth-
lehem of Judea,” they said, “as was written by the prophet. 

Then Herod privately summoned the wise men and determined from them when the star 
had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and look carefully for the 
child. When you find him, inform me so that I can go and worship him as well.” After 
listening to the king they left, and once again the star they saw when it rose led them un-
til it stopped above the place where the child was. When they saw the star they shouted 
joyfully. As they came into the house and saw the child with Mary his mother, they 
bowed down and worshipped him. They opened their treasure boxes and gave him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. After being warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they went back by another route to their own country.



After they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph saying, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother and flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to look for the child to kill him.” Then he got up, took the child and his 
mother at night, and went to Egypt.  He stayed there until Herod died. In this way what 
was spoken by the Lord through the prophet was fulfilled:  

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he became enraged. He sent 
men to kill all the children in Bethlehem and nearby from the age of two and under, ac-
cording to the time he had learned from the wise men.   

&$52/� &RYHQWU\�&DURO��)URP�WKH�3DJHDQW�RI�WKH�6KHDUPHQ�DQG�7DLORUV� DUU��0��6KDZ����������/XOO\��OXOOD�WKRX�OLWWOH�WLQ\�FKLOG��%\�E\��OXOO\��OXOOD\�2�VLVWHUV�WRR��KRZ�PD\�ZH�GR�IRU�WR�SUHVHUYH�WKLV�GD\�7KLV�SRRU�\RXQJOLQJ�IRU�ZKRP�ZH�GR�VLQJ��E\�E\��OXOO\��ODOOD\"+HURG�WKH�NLQJ��LQ�KLV�UDJLQJ��FKDUJHG�KH�KDWK�WKLV�GD\+LV�PHQ�RI�PLJKW��LQ�KLV�RZQ�VLJKW��DOO�\RXQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�VOD\�7KDW�ZRH�LV�PH��SRRU�FKLOG�IRU�WKHH��$QG�HYHU�PRUQ�DQG�GD\�)RU WK\�SDUWLQJ�QHLWKHU�VD\�QRU�VLQJ�E\�E\��OXOO\�OXOOD\�
+<01�8QWR�XV�LV�ERUQ�D�6RQ��.LQJ�RI�TXLUHV�VXSHUQDO6HH�RQ�HDUWK�KLV�OLIH�EHJXQ��2I�/RUGV�WKH�/RUG�HWHUQDO�2I�/RUGV�WKH�/RUG�HWHUQDO�

&KULVW��IURP�KHDYHQ�GHVFHQGLQJ�ORZ�&RPHV�RQ�HDUWK�D�VWUDQJHU2[�DQG�DVV�WKHLU�RZQHU�NQRZ�%HFUDGOHG�LQ�WKH�PDQJHU�%HFUDGOHG�LQ�WKH�PDQJHU�
7KLV�GLG�+HURG�VRUHDIIUD\�$QG�JULHYRXVO\�EHZLOGHU�6R�KH�JDYH�WKH�ZRUG�WR�VOD\�



$QG�VOHZ�WKH�OLWWOH�FKLOGHU�$QG�VOHZ�WKH�OLWWOH�FKLOGHU�
2I�KLV�ORYH�DQG�PHUF\�PLOG7KLV�WKH�&KULVWPDV�VWRU\�$QG�2�WKDW�0DU\·V�JHQWOH�FKLOG0LJKW�OHDG�XV�XS�WR�JORU\�0LJKW�OHDG�XV�XS�WR�JORU\�
2�DQG�$��DQG�$�DQG�2�&XP�FDQWLEXV�LQ�FKRUR�/HW�RXU�PHUU\ RUJDQ�JR�%HQHGLFDPXV�'RPLQR�%HQHGLFDPXV�'RPLQR��:RUGV�	�PHORG\�IURP�3LDH�&DQWLRQHV�������

5($',1*� 7R�0DU\��P\�PRWKHU�� �E\�'RQDOG�+LOWRQ�
(Published in “No Empty Phrases” by Donald Hilton)&$52/� -R\V�6HYHQ���(QJOLVK�WUDG��$UU��6��&OHREXU\��E�������7KH�ILUVW�JRRG�MR\�WKDW�0DU\�KDG��LW�ZDV�WKH�MR\�RI�RQH�7R�VHH�WKH�EOHVVHG�-HVXV�&KULVW��ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�ILUVW�KHU�VRQ�:KHQ�KH�ZDV�ILUVW�KHU�VRQ��JRRG�PDQ��DQG�EOHVVHG�PD\�KH�EH�%RWK�)DWKHU��6RQ�DQG�+RO\�*KRVW��WR�DOO�HWHUQLW\�
7KH�QH[W�JRRG�MR\�WKDW 0DU\�KDG��LW�ZDV�WKH�MR\�RI�WZR�7R�VHH�KHU�RZQ�VRQ��-HVXV�&KULVW��WR�PDNH�WKH�ODPH�WR�JR�
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was with God in the beginning. All things were created by him, and apart from him 
nothing was created that has been created.  In him was life, and the life was the light of 
mankind. And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness has not mastered it.
A man came, sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify 
about the light so that everyone may believe through him. He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify about the light. The true light, who gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world.  He was in the world, and the world was created by him, but the 
world did not recognize him. He came to what was his own, but his own people did not 
receive him.  But to all who have received him—those who believe in his name—he has 
given the right to become God’s children  —children not born by human parents or by 
human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God.

Now the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We saw his glory—the 
glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father.
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Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son 
Jesus Christ.
Grant that, as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, we may with confidence behold 
him when he shall come to be our judge;
Who is alive and reigns with you and the holy spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The blessing of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit be with us always.
Amen.
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